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This proposed risk management approach document builds on the previously released risk 
management scope document for potassium bromate, and outlines the proposed control actions 
for this substance. Stakeholders are invited to submit comments on the content of this proposed 
risk management approach or provide other information that would help to inform decision 
making. Following this consultation period, the Government of Canada will initiate the 
development of the specific risk management instrument(s) and/or regulation(s) where 
necessary. Comments received on the proposed risk management approach will be taken into 
consideration in developing the instrument(s) and/or regulation(s). Consultation will also take 
place as instrument(s) and/or regulation(s) are developed. 

 
SUMMARY OF PROPOSED RISK MANAGEMENT 
 

1. The Government of Canada plans to implement Significant New Activity provisions 
under CEPA 1999 to potassium bromate.  

2. The Government of Canada plans to amend the Cosmetic Regulations to change 
potassium bromate from a substance that triggers labelling and packaging requirements to 
a substance that is prohibited in cosmetics. The Government of Canada also plans to 
update the corresponding listing for potassium bromate on Health Canada’s Cosmetic 
Ingredient Hotlist to reflect the amendment of the Cosmetic Regulations. 

 
Note: This summary is an abridged list of the instruments and tools proposed to risk manage this 
substance. Please see section 9.1 of this document for a complete explanation of risk management. 

 
1. ISSUE 

1.1 Categorization and the Challenge to Industry and Other Interested Stakeholders 

The Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA 1999) (Canada 1999) requires the 
Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the Ministers) to categorize substances 
on the Domestic Substances List (DSL). Categorization involves identifying those substances on 
the DSL that, in accordance with the criteria at section 73 of the Act, a) are considered to be 
persistent (P) or bioaccumulative (B), based on the criteria set out in the Persistence and 
Bioaccumulation Regulations (Canada 2000), and “inherently toxic” (iT) to humans or other 
organisms, or b) may present, to individuals in Canada, the greatest potential for exposure 
(GPE). In addition, the Act requires the Ministers to conduct screening assessments of 
substances that meet the categorization criteria. The assessment further determines whether the 
substance meets one or more of the criteria set out in section 64 of the Act1. 
  

                                                 
1 A determination of whether one or more of the criteria of section 64 are met and whether risk management may be 
required is based upon an assessment of potential risks to the environment and/or to human health associated with 
exposures in the general environment. For humans, this includes exposures from ambient and indoor air, drinking 
water, foodstuffs and the use of consumer products. A conclusion under CEPA 1999 on the substances in the 
Chemicals Management Plan (CMP) Challenge Batches 1-12 is not relevant to nor does it preclude an assessment 
against the hazard criteria specified in the Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System [WHMIS] 
Controlled Products Regulations for products intended for workplace use. 
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In December 2006, the Challenge identified 193 chemical substances through categorization 
which became high priorities for assessment due to their hazardous properties and their potential 
to pose risks to human health and the environment. In February 2007, the Ministers began 
publishing, for industry and stakeholder comments, profiles of batches containing 12 to 19 high-
priority substances. New batches are released for comments every three months. 
  
Information-gathering authority in section 71 of CEPA 1999 is being used under the Challenge 
to gather specific information where it is required. The information that is collected through the 
Challenge is used to make informed decisions and appropriately manage any risks that may be 
associated with these substances. 
  
The substance bromic acid, potassium salt, Chemical Abstracts Service Registry Number (CAS 
RN)2 7758-01-2, referred to throughout this document as “potassium bromate”, is included in 
Batch 9 of the Challenge under the Chemicals Management Plan. 

1.2 Final Screening Assessment Report Conclusion for Potassium Bromate 

A notice summarizing the scientific considerations of a final screening assessment report was 
published by Environment Canada and Health Canada in the Canada Gazette, Part I, for 
potassium bromate on September 18, 2010, under subsection 77(6) of CEPA 1999.  
 
On the basis of the carcinogenic potential of potassium bromate, for which there may be a 
probability of harm at any exposure level, the final screening assessment report concluded that 
potassium bromate may be entering the environment in a quantity or concentration or under 
conditions that constitute or may constitute a danger in Canada to human life or health. 
 
Based on the information available, the final screening assessment report also concluded that 
potassium bromate is not entering the environment in a quantity or concentration or under 
conditions that have or may have an immediate or long-term harmful effect on the environment 
or its biological diversity or that constitute or may constitute a danger to the environment on 
which life depends. 
 
The final screening assessment report also concluded that potassium bromate meets the criteria 
for persistence in water but not the criteria for bioaccumulation, as defined in the Persistence 
and Bioaccumulation Regulations made under CEPA 1999. The presence of potassium bromate 
in the environment results primarily from human activity.  
  
For further information on the final screening assessment report conclusion for potassium 
bromate, refer to the final screening assessment report, available at 
http://www.chemicalsubstanceschimiques.gc.ca/challenge-defi/batch-lot-9/index-eng.php.  

                                                 
2 CAS RN: Chemical Abstracts Service Registry Number. The Chemical Abstracts Service information is the 
property of the American Chemical Society and any use or redistribution, except as required in supporting 
regulatory requirements and/or for reports to the Government of Canada when the information and the reports are 
required by law or administrative policy, is not permitted without the prior, written permission of the American 
Chemical Society. 

http://www.chemicalsubstanceschimiques.gc.ca/challenge-defi/batch-lot-9/index-eng.php
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1.3 Proposed Measure 

As a result of a screening assessment of a substance under section 74 of CEPA 1999, the 
substance may be found to meet one or more of the criteria under section 64 of CEPA 1999. The 
Ministers can propose to take no further action with respect to the substance, add the substance 
to the Priority Substances List (PSL) for further assessment, or recommend the addition of the 
substance to the List of Toxic Substances in Schedule 1 of the Act. Under certain circumstances, 
the Ministers must make a specific proposal to recommend the implementation of virtual 
elimination. In this case, the Ministers proposed to recommend the addition of potassium 
bromate to the List of Toxic Substances in Schedule 1. As a result, the Ministers will develop a 
regulation or instrument respecting preventive or control actions to protect the health of 
Canadians and the environment from the potential effects of exposure to this substance. 
 
Potassium bromate is not subject to the virtual elimination provisions under CEPA 1999 and will 
be managed using a lifecycle approach, to prevent or minimize human exposure to this 
substance.   

 
 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Substance Information 

Potassium bromate is part of the chemical grouping, inorganics, and the chemical sub grouping, 
bromate-containing salts. 
 
Table 1 presents other names, trade names, chemical groupings, the chemical formula, the 
chemical structure and the molecular mass for potassium bromate. 
 
Table 1. Identity of Potassium Bromate 
 
CAS RN  7758-01-2 
DSL name Bromic acid, potassium salt 

NCI names  

Bromic acid, potassium salt (1:1) (TSCA) 
Bromic acid, potassium salt (AICS, ASIA-PAC, NZIoC, PICCS, 
SWISS) 
Potassium bromate (ECL, EINECS, ENCS, PICCS) 

Other names  UN 1484; UN 1484 (DOT) 
Chemical group (DSL 
stream) 

Inorganics 

Major chemical class or 
use 

Inorganic salts 

Major chemical 
subclass  

Bromate-containing salts 

Chemical formula KBrO3 
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Chemical structure 

 
SMILES Not applicable 
Molecular mass  167 g/mol 

Abbreviations: AICS, Australian Inventory of Chemical Substances; ASIA-PAC, Asia-Pacific Substances Lists; 
CAS RN, Chemical Abstracts Service Registry Number; DOT, US Department of Transport; DSL, Domestic 
Substances List; ECL, Korean Existing Chemicals List; EINECS, European Inventory of Existing Commercial 
Chemical Substances; ENCS, Japanese Existing and New Chemical Substances; NCI, National Chemical 
Inventories; NZIoC, New Zealand Inventory of Chemicals; PICCS, Philippine Inventory of Chemicals and 
Chemical Substances; SMILES, simplified molecular input line entry specification; SWISS, Swiss Giftliste 1 and 
Inventory of Notified New Substances; TSCA, Toxic Substances Control Act Chemical Substance Inventory.  
Source: NCI 2007 

 
 
3. WHY WE NEED ACTION 

3.1 Characterization of Risk 

Evaluation of risk to human health involves consideration of data relevant to estimation of 
exposure (non-occupational) of the general population, as well as information on health hazards. 
 
As potassium bromate was classified on the basis of carcinogenicity by international regulatory 
agencies, carcinogenicity was a key focus for the screening assessment report. Kidney tumours, 
mesotheliomas (testes and peritoneal cavity), and thyroid tumours were observed in rats after 
administration of potassium bromate via drinking water. No evidence was available to suggest a 
carcinogenic potential for potassium bromate via the inhalation or dermal routes. Data from a 
wide range of genotoxicity studies suggests that potassium bromate is genotoxic in vitro and in 
vivo.  Although the mode of induction of tumours has not been fully elucidated, based on the 
genotoxicity of potassium bromate, it cannot be precluded that potassium bromate induces 
tumours via a mode of action involving direct interaction with genetic material (Canada 2010a). 
 
Exposure to potassium bromate has also been associated with a variety of non-cancer effects in 
experimental animals. These non-cancer effects include reproductive and immunological effects, 
as well as effects in the kidney, thyroid, testes, and pituitary gland. Since exposure to potassium 
bromate is expected to be negligible and the most sensitive non-cancer effects occurred at a dose 
level at which pre-neoplastic lesions and tumours were also observed, margins of exposure were 
not calculated for non-cancer effects. (Canada 2010a). 
 
 
4. CURRENT USES AND INDUSTRIAL SECTORS 

 
 
According to information reported under section 71 of CEPA 1999, less than 1000 kg of 
potassium bromate was imported into Canada in 2006. No company reported manufacturing 
potassium bromate in Canada in 2006 (Environment Canada 2009). 

 6
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Two of three uses of potassium bromate reported under section 71 of CEPA 1999 are 
confidential; however, these uses have predominantly industrial and commercial applications 
(Environment Canada 2009).  
 
Potassium bromate used to be a permitted food additive in Canada under the Food and Drugs 
Regulations, but it was delisted in 1994, and therefore is no longer permitted to be used as a food 
additive in foods offered for sale in Canada (2009 and 2010 personal communication from Food 
Directorate, Health Canada; unreferenced). One company reported using potassium bromate as 
an oxidizer in flour milling; however, it also reported that the entire final product is exported to 
the United States (Environment Canada 2009). The United States Code of Federal Regulations 
permits potassium bromate to be used in various flours (US FDA 2009ab) and in the malting of 
barley (US FDA 2009c). Potassium bromate may be present as an impurity in a processing aid 
for paper food packaging; however, as the food packaging is coated either with a plastic or wax, 
no contact with food would be expected (2009 personal communication from Food Directorate, 
Health Canada; unreferenced). As a result of the aforementioned considerations, the potential of 
exposure from food is expected to be negligible (Canada 2010a). 
 
Potassium bromate has been used as an oxidizing reagent in laboratories and in the dyeing of 
textiles (sulphur dyes). Historical data indicates the cosmetics industry has also used it as an 
oxidizer or neutralizer in permanent wave neutralizing solutions (IARC 1999; WHO 2005; 
HSDB 2009), although no current uses were identified.  

 
 

5. PRESENCE IN THE CANADIAN ENVIRONMENT AND EXPOSURE SOURCES 

5.1 Releases to the Environment 

No environmental releases of potassium bromate in 2006 were reported under section 71 of 
CEPA 1999 (Environment Canada 2009). Environmental releases reported under the National 
Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) indicated that 21 kg of potassium bromate was released into 
air in 2007; however, no environmental releases were reported during the years 1994–2006 
(NPRI 2009). In addition to environmental releases, information submitted under section 71 of 
CEPA 1999 revealed that less than 10 kg of potassium bromate was transferred to off-site waste 
management facilities (Environment Canada 2009). 

5.2 Exposure Sources 

Potassium bromate is a strong oxidizing agent, thus historically it has had many applications. It 
has been used as an oxidizing reagent in laboratories and in the dyeing of textiles (sulphur dyes). 
The cosmetics industry has also used it as an oxidizer or neutralizer in permanent wave 
neutralizing solutions (HSDB 2009, WHO 2005, IARC 1999). The use of potassium bromate in 
cosmetics triggers labelling and packaging requirements as per the Cosmetic Regulations and the 
Consumer Chemicals and Containers Regulations. These requirements are summarized in the 
listing of potassium bromate on Health Canada’s Cosmetic Ingredient Hotlist (Health Canada 
2009). However, no companies reporting under section 71 of CEPA 1999 reported 
manufacturing or importing potassium bromate in personal care products in Canada 
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(Environment Canada 2009). In addition, there were no reports of potassium bromate use in 
personal care products in Health Canada’s Cosmetic Notification System (CNS) (2009 personal 
communication, Health Canada, unreferenced). Furthermore potassium bromate was not present 
in products listed in the Household Products Database (HPD), which is a United States database 
maintained by the United States Department of Health and Human Services (US HHS 2010). 
 
In certain instances the bromate ion (which is also referred to as bromate, and which is a 
component ion of many salts including potassium bromate and sodium bromate) may be formed 
in drinking water treated with ozone as a disinfectant via the oxidation of naturally-occurring 
bromide present in water (Bonacquisti 2006, Krasner et al 1993ab, IARC 1999, US EPA 2001ab, 
Health Canada 1998, WHO 2005, Weinberg 2003) or may be present in drinking water treated 
with sodium hypochlorite for disinfection purposes as a result of manufacturing and/or the 
conditions under which the sodium hypochlorite is transported and stored (Asami et al 2009, 
Water Research Foundation, 2009). Health Canada’s Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water 
Quality set a maximum acceptable concentration of 0.01 mg/L for bromate in drinking water 
(Health Canada 1998). The drinking water guideline for bromate applies to any source of 
bromate, including all bromate salts. However, no environmental releases of potassium bromate 
were reported in 2006 under section 71 of CEPA 1999 (Environment Canada 2009) or in 2008 
under the National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI 2010). In addition, potassium bromate is 
not added directly to or used to treat drinking water. Thus, potassium bromate is not expected to 
be a significant source of bromate ions in drinking water and exposure to the general population 
to potassium bromate from drinking water is expected to be negligible. 
 
In summary, based on available information from various sources and results from a survey 
under section 71 of CEPA 1999, exposure to the general population to potassium bromate in 
environmental media (e.g., drinking water) and in consumer products is considered to be 
negligible (Canada 2010a). 
 
 
6. OVERVIEW OF EXISTING ACTIONS 

6.1 Existing Canadian Risk Management 

 Potassium bromate is subject to the Cosmetic Regulations established under the Food and 
Drugs Act. Specifically, paragraph 28.3 of the Cosmetic Regulations states: “The inner 
and outer labels of a cosmetic in a liquid form that contains 600 mg or more of sodium 
bromate (NaBrO3) or 50 mg or more of potassium bromate (KBrO3) must carry a 
statement to the effect that the product contains sodium bromate or potassium bromate, 
as the case may be, is poisonous, is to be kept out of the reach of children and, in the 
case of accidental ingestion, a Poison Control Centre or physician is to be contacted 
immediately.” (Canada 2009) 

 
 Potassium bromate is on the Cosmetic Ingredient Hotlist. Specifically, the entry for 

potassium bromate states:  
o “Potassium bromate (7758-01-2)  

 The inner label and the outer label of a cosmetic that contains an amount 
of potassium bromate equal to or greater than 50 mg shall carry a 
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cautionary statement to the effect: "This product contains potassium 
bromate, is poisonous, and is to be kept out of the reach of children and, 
in case of accidental ingestion, a Poison Control Centre or physician is to 
be contacted immediately."  

 Cosmetics containing an amount of potassium bromate equal to or greater 
than 50 mg must be packaged in a child-resistant container, according to 
part II of the Consumer Chemicals and Containers Regulations as they 
read on September 30th, 2001.” (Health Canada 2009)  

 
 Potassium bromate is subject to reporting under the National Pollutant Release Inventory 

(NPRI). 
 

 Potassium bromate used to be a permitted food additive in Canada under the Food and 
Drug Regulations (Canada 2010b) but it was delisted in 1994 and therefore is no longer 
permitted to be used as a food additive in foods offered for sale in Canada (2009 and 
2010 personal communication from Food Directorate, Health Canada; unreferenced). 

 
 Bromate is listed in the Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality. The maximum 

acceptable concentration for bromate is listed as 0.01 mg/L (Health Canada 1998, 2008). 
It should be noted that the drinking water guideline for bromate applies to any source of 
bromate, including all bromate salts. In addition, Health Canada is undertaking a review 
of the Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for bromate. 

 
 For bromate in bottled water, the current Food and Drug Regulations (Canada 2010b) do 

not explicitly set chemical or radiological standards for bottled water and packaged ice 
(except in the case of arsenic and lead as described in Part B, Division 15 of the Food 
and Drugs Regulations). However, the Government of Canada uses its authority under 
Part 1, Section 4 of the Food and Drugs Act to take action when such products present a 
health hazard to consumers. Part 1, Section 4 of the Act prohibits the sale of any article 
of food containing poisonous or harmful substances. The Government assesses the 
chemical and radiological safety of these products based on the Maximum Acceptable 
Concentrations (MAC) specified in the Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality. 
The Government of Canada is working to update the Food and Drug Regulations to 
include the requirement that prepared water and packaged ice must meet the Maximum 
Acceptable Concentrations (MAC) for chemical and radiological substances as specified 
in the most current Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality.  

 

6.2 Existing International Risk Management 

United States 
 

 Potassium bromate is subject to the following United States Code of Federal 
Regulations: 

o Title 16: Commercial Practices, Part 1700 - Poison Prevention Packaging, § 
1700.14 Substances requiring special packaging. Home permanent wave 
neutralizers, in a liquid form, containing in single container more than 600 mg of 
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sodium bromate or more than 50 mg of potassium bromate require special 
packaging (US CPSC 2009). 

o Title 21: Food and Drugs, Part 136 - Bakery Products, § 136.110 Bread, rolls, 
and buns. A limit on the level of potassium bromate is specified (US FDA 
2009d). 

o Title 21: Food and Drugs, Part 137 - Cereal Flours and Related Products, § 
137.155 Bromated flour. § 137.160 Enriched bromated flour. § 137.205 
Bromated whole wheat flour. Limits for the levels of potassium bromate in these 
products are provided (US FDA 2009ab). 

o Title 21: Food and Drugs, Part 172 - Food Additives Permitted For Direct 
Addition to Food for Human Consumption, § 172.730 Potassium bromate. 
Potassium bromate may be used in the malting of barley under prescribed 
conditions (US FDA 2009c). 

o Title 40: Protection of Environment, Part 372 - Toxic Chemical Release 
Reporting: Community Right-To-Know, § 372.65 Chemicals and chemical 
categories to which this part applies. (US EPA 2009a) 

 
 Bromate is subject to the following United States Code of Federal Regulations: 

o Title 21: Food and Drugs, Part 165- Beverages, § 165.110 Bottled water. The 
allowable level for bromate as a residual disinfectant and disinfection byproduct 
is listed as 0.010 mg/L (US FDA 2009e).  

o Title 40--Protection of Environment, Part 141--National Primary Drinking Water 
Regulations. § 141.53 Maximum contaminant level goals for disinfection 
byproducts, § 141.64 Maximum contaminant levels for disinfection byproducts. 
The maximum contaminant level goal (MCLG) for bromate is listed as zero mg/L 
and the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for bromate is listed as 0.010 mg/L. 
(US EPA 2009b) 

 
Europe 
 

 In Europe, the use of potassium bromate in cosmetics is prohibited by Council Directive 
76/768/EEC of the European Commission, (European Council 2004), and the Cosmetic 
Products (Safety) Regulations 2008 in the United Kingdom (UK 2008). 

 
 The use of potassium bromate as a flour improver is prohibited in England, Wales and 

Scotland by the Potassium Bromate (Prohibition as a Flour Improver) Regulations 1990 
and the Potassium Bromate (Prohibition as a Flour Improver) (Scotland) Regulations 
1990 (UK 1990ab).  

 
 In Europe, potassium bromate is subject to labelling and packaging requirements as 

described in Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 16 December 2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of substances 
and mixtures, amending and repealing Directives 67/548/EEC and 1999/45/EC, and 
amending Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 (Text with EEA relevance) (European Council 
2008). 
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 Bromate is listed in the World Health Organization (WHO) Guidelines for Drinking-
water Quality. The guideline value for bromate is listed as 0.01 mg/L (WHO 2005, WHO 
2008).  

 
 

7. CONSIDERATIONS 

7.1 Alternative Chemicals or Substitutes 

No information on potential substitutes for potassium bromate has been identified. 

7.2 Alternative Technologies and/or Techniques 

No alternative technologies and/or techniques were identified that would minimize or eliminate 
the use and/or release of the substance. 

7.3 Socio-economic Considerations 

Socio-economic factors have been considered in the selection process for a regulation and/or 
instrument respecting preventive or control actions, and in the development of the risk 
management objective(s). Socio-economic factors will also be considered in the development of 
regulations, instrument(s) and/or tool(s) as identified in the Cabinet Directive on Streamlining 
Regulation (Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat 2007) and the guidance provided in the 
Treasury Board document Assessing, Selecting, and Implementing Instruments for Government 
Action. 
 
Socio-economic considerations for potassium bromate include: 
 
 Two of three uses of potassium bromate reported under section 71 of CEPA 1999 are 

confidential.  One company reported using potassium bromate as an oxidizer in flour milling; 
however, it also reported that the entire final product is exported to the United States 
(Environment Canada 2009). 

 In 2006, the Flour Milling Industry NAICS code (311211) was reported for potassium 
bromate (Environment Canada 2006). This industry comprises establishments primarily 
engaged in grinding grains, fruits or vegetables, except rice. Integrated mills, which grind 
grain and further process the milling products into such products as prepared flour mixes or 
doughs, are also included (Industry Canada 2010a) 

 The revenue of the Canadian flour milling industry was $1.5 billion in 2008 with 91 
establishments employing approximately 1 600 employees. Total revenue of the industry 
increased over the 2004-2008 period, while the number of establishments and the number of 
employees decreased over the same period (Statistics Canada 2010). 

 In 2008, approximately 35 percent of establishments were in Quebec, 26 percent in the 
Prairie provinces (Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba) and 24 percent in Ontario (Statistics 
Canada 2010). 

 The value of Canadian annual exports for Flour Milling products was $289 million in 2009, 
with 83 percent of Canadian exports going to the United States. During the same year, the 
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value of Canadian annual imports was $169 million, with the United States as the source of 
94 percent of imports (Industry Canada 2010b). 

 

7.4 Children’s Exposure 

The Government of Canada considered, where available, risk assessment information relevant to 
children’s exposure to this substance. As part of the Challenge, the Government asked industry 
and interested stakeholders to submit any information on the substance that may be used to 
inform risk assessment, risk management and product stewardship. In particular, stakeholders 
were asked through a questionnaire if any of the products containing the substance were intended 
for use by children. Given the information received, it is proposed that no risk management 
actions to specifically protect children are required for this substance at this time. 
 
 
8. PROPOSED OBJECTIVES 

8.1 Human Health Objective 

A human health objective is a quantitative or qualitative statement of what should be achieved to 
address human health concerns identified during a risk assessment.  
 
The proposed human health objective for potassium bromate is to minimize human exposure to 
the greatest extent practicable. 
 

8.2 Risk Management Objective 

A risk management objective is a target expected to be achieved for a given substance by the 
implementation of risk management regulations, instrument(s) and/or tool(s).  
 
As exposures to potassium bromate are considered to be negligible under current use conditions, 
the proposed risk management objective for potassium bromate is to prevent increases in 
exposure.  
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9. PROPOSED RISK MANAGEMENT 

9.1 Proposed Risk Management Regulation and Instrument 

As required by the Government of Canada’s Cabinet Directive on Streamlining Regulation3 and 
criteria identified in the Treasury Board document entitled Assessing, Selecting, and 
Implementing Instruments for Government Action, the proposed risk management regulation and 
tool were selected using a consistent approach, and took into consideration the information that 
was received through the Challenge and other information available at the time.   
 
In order to achieve the risk management objective and to work towards achieving the human 
health objective, the risk management being considered for potassium bromate is: 
 
(1) The Government of Canada plans to implement Significant New Activity provisions 
under CEPA 1999. This would require that any proposed new manufacture, import or use be 
subject to further assessment, and would determine if the new activity requires further risk 
management consideration; and  
(2) The Government of Canada plans to amend the Cosmetic Regulations to change 
potassium bromate from a substance that triggers labelling and packaging requirements to 
a substance that is prohibited in cosmetics. The Government of Canada also plans to 
update the corresponding listing for potassium bromate on Health Canada’s Cosmetic 
Ingredient Hotlist to reflect the amendment of the Cosmetic Regulations. These actions will 
prevent the re-introduction of potassium bromate into cosmetic products such as home 
permanent wave kits. 
 

9.2 Implementation Plan 

The proposed regulation or instrument respecting preventative or control actions in relation to 
potassium bromate will be published in the Canada Gazette, Part 1, no later than 
September 2012, as per the timelines legislated in CEPA 1999. 
 
 
10. CONSULTATION APPROACH 
 
The risk management scope document for potassium bromate, which summarized the proposed 
risk management under consideration at that time, was published on March 20, 2010. Industry 
and other interested stakeholders were invited to submit comments on the risk management 
scope document during a 60-day comment period. Comments received on the risk management 
scope document were taken into consideration in the development of this proposed risk 
management approach document.   
 

 
3 Section 4.4 of the Cabinet Directive on Streamlining Regulation states that “Departments and agencies are to: 
identify the appropriate instrument or mix of instruments, including regulatory and non-regulatory measures, and 
justify their application before submitting a regulatory proposal”. 



Proposed Risk Management Approach for Potassium Bromate Government of Canada 

 

 14

Consultation for the proposed risk management approach documents will involve publication on 
September 18, 2010, and a 60-day public comment period.   
 

The primary stakeholders include: 

 Flour milling industry 
 Cosmetics industry 
 Drinking water industry 
 Bottled water industry 
 

 
11. NEXT STEPS / PROPOSED TIMELINE 
 

 
Actions Date 

Electronic consultation on proposed risk management approach 
document 

September 18, 2010 
to November 17, 2010

Response to comments on proposed the risk management approach 
document 

No later than at the 
time of publication of 
the proposed 
instrument 

Consultation on the draft instrument 2011-2012 
Publication of the proposed instrument No later than 

September 2012 
Formal public comment period on the proposed instrument No later than fall 

2013 
Publication of the final instrument No later than March 

2014 
 
Industry and other interested stakeholders are invited to submit comments on the content of this 
proposed risk management approach or provide other information that would help to inform 
decision making. Please submit comments prior to November 17, 2010, since the risk 
management of potassium bromate will be moving forward after this date. During the 
development of regulations, instrument(s) and tool(s), there will be opportunity for consultation. 
Comments and information submissions on the proposed risk management approach should be 
submitted to the address provided below: 
 
 
Chemicals Management Division 
Gatineau Quebec  K1A 0H3  
Tel: 1-888-228-0530 / 819-956-9313  
Fax: 819-953-7155 
Email: Existing.Substances.Existantes@ec.gc.ca 
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